
Wiki Writing: Collaborative Learning in the
College Classroom
Wikis are a versatile and powerful tool that can be used to promote
collaborative learning in the college classroom. They are online spaces
where users can create, edit, and share content. This makes them an ideal
platform for students to work together on projects, assignments, and
discussions.

There are many benefits to using wikis in the college classroom. For
students, wikis can help to:

Improve engagement: Wikis can help to engage students in the
learning process by giving them a sense of ownership over their work.
When students know that their contributions will be seen by others,
they are more likely to put in their best effort.

Develop critical thinking skills: Wikis can help students to develop
their critical thinking skills by encouraging them to analyze and
evaluate information from multiple sources. When students work
together to create and edit content, they must learn to consider
different perspectives and to come to a consensus.

Improve communication skills: Wikis can help students to improve
their communication skills by providing them with a platform to share
their ideas and to collaborate with others. When students work
together on a wiki, they must learn to communicate clearly and
effectively.



For instructors, wikis can help to:
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Save time: Wikis can help instructors to save time by providing them
with a central location to post assignments, readings, and other course
materials. Wikis can also be used to facilitate online discussions and to
collect student feedback.

Assess student learning: Wikis can be used to assess student
learning by providing instructors with a way to track student progress
and to evaluate student work. Wikis can also be used to provide
students with feedback on their work.

Create a community of learners: Wikis can help to create a
community of learners by providing students with a space to interact
with each other and to share their knowledge and ideas. Wikis can
also be used to connect students with experts in the field.

There are many different ways to use wikis in the college classroom. Here
are a few ideas:
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Create a class wiki: A class wiki can be used to post course
materials, assignments, and discussions. It can also be used to
provide students with a space to collaborate on projects and to share
their work.

Use wikis for group projects: Wikis can be used to facilitate group
projects by providing students with a central location to share ideas,
work on assignments, and communicate with each other.

Use wikis for peer review: Wikis can be used for peer review by
allowing students to comment on each other's work. This can help
students to develop their critical thinking skills and to improve the
quality of their work.

Use wikis for online discussions: Wikis can be used to facilitate
online discussions by providing students with a space to share their
thoughts and ideas on course topics.

When using wikis in the college classroom, it is important to set clear
expectations for students. Students should be made aware of the purpose
of the wiki and the rules for using it. It is also important to provide students
with training on how to use the wiki software.

Wikis are a valuable tool that can be used to promote collaborative learning
in the college classroom. They can help students to improve their
engagement, critical thinking skills, and communication skills. Wikis can
also help instructors to save time, assess student learning, and create a
community of learners.

If you are looking for ways to improve your teaching or to engage your
students more deeply in the learning process, I encourage you to consider



using wikis in your classroom.
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