
Unlocking the Power of Preaching: A
Comprehensive Guide to Homiletic Moves and
Structures by Anthony De Mello
In the realm of religious and spiritual communication, preaching holds a
profound significance. A well-crafted sermon has the power to captivate
hearts, ignite minds, and inspire souls. 'Homiletic Moves and Structures' by
Anthony De Mello offers a comprehensive roadmap for preachers seeking
to enhance their preaching skills and deliver transformative messages that
resonate with audiences.
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Exploring Homiletic Moves

At the heart of effective preaching lies a series of homiletic moves –
strategic steps that guide a sermon's progression. De Mello identifies and
elaborates on these moves, providing practical insights into how they can
be employed to create a compelling and coherent sermon.

1. The : Engaging the Audience
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A compelling is crucial for grabbing the audience's attention and
establishing the sermon's direction. De Mello suggests using storytelling,
personal anecdotes, or thought-provoking questions to hook listeners and
generate curiosity.

2. The Body: Developing the Argument

The body of the sermon is where the main points are explored and
developed. De Mello emphasizes the importance of using logical
arguments, Scripture, and personal experiences to build a strong and
persuasive case.

3. The Transition: Moving Smoothly between Points

Transitions play a vital role in maintaining the flow and coherence of a
sermon. De Mello provides guidance on using transitional phrases,
restatements, and summaries to seamlessly connect different sections of
the sermon.

4. The Illustration: Making the Message Memorable

Illustrations, such as stories, metaphors, or analogies, can make a sermon
more engaging and relatable. De Mello encourages preachers to use
illustrations to clarify concepts, emphasize points, and create lasting
impressions.

5. The Application: Connecting the Message to Life

The application section bridges the gap between the theoretical and the
practical. It helps listeners see how the sermon's message can be applied
to their daily lives and challenges them to live out their faith.

6. The : Summing Up and Calling to Action



The effectively wraps up the sermon, summarizing the key points and
encouraging listeners to respond to the message. De Mello advises using a
call to action, such as a prayer, reflection, or commitment, to inspire action.

Understanding Sermon Structures

Beyond homiletic moves, 'Homiletic Moves and Structures' delves into the
various structures that can be employed to organize a sermon. De Mello
discusses three primary structures:

1. Chronological Structure

In this structure, the sermon follows a chronological sequence of events or
ideas, building a logical and cohesive narrative.

2. Topical Structure

With a topical structure, the sermon focuses on a specific topic and
explores its various aspects and implications.

3. Problem-Solution Structure

This structure begins by presenting a problem or challenge and then offers
a solution or answer, addressing the concerns and needs of the audience.

Practical Application and Impact

'Homiletic Moves and Structures' is not merely a theoretical exploration but
also a practical guide. De Mello provides exercises, examples, and
worksheets to help preachers apply the concepts to their own sermon
preparation.



By embracing the techniques and insights offered in this book, preachers
can enhance their effectiveness in the pulpit. They can craft sermons that
are clear, engaging, and memorable, leading to a deeper connection with
their audiences and a more transformative preaching experience.

Anthony De Mello's 'Homiletic Moves and Structures' is an invaluable
resource for anyone seeking to improve their preaching skills. Its
comprehensive approach to homiletic moves and structures provides a
solid foundation for creating sermons that captivate hearts, ignite minds,
and inspire spiritual growth.

Whether you are a seasoned preacher or an aspiring one, this book offers
a wealth of practical guidance and insights that will empower you to unlock
the power of preaching and deliver transformative messages that make a
lasting impact.
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