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Unveiling the Forgotten Story

In the tapestry of Iranian history, the Baha'i communities have played a
significant yet often overlooked role. "The Baha'i Communities of Iran 1851-
1921" by Dr. Vahid Rafati brings this hidden history to light, offering a
comprehensive and captivating account of their resilience and persecution.

Based on extensive archival research and first-hand accounts, this book
paints a vivid picture of the Baha'i communities in Iran from the inception of
their faith in the 19th century to the tumultuous years following the
establishment of the Baha'i administrative system.

The Genesis of the Baha'i Faith

The Baha'i Faith emerged from the Babi movement, a charismatic and
revolutionary religious movement that swept through Iran in the 1840s. Its
central figure, Mirza Husayn Ali Baha'u'llah, proclaimed himself as the
promised Manifestation of God.

Dr. Rafati delves into the origins of the Babi movement and its profound
influence on the early Baha'i communities in Iran. He traces the growth and
geographical distribution of these communities, highlighting their diverse
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backgrounds and the challenges they faced in a rapidly changing political
and social environment.

Persecution and Resilience

From its inception, the Baha'i Faith faced fierce persecution from both the
government and religious authorities. The book meticulously documents
the systematic oppression of Baha'is, including arbitrary arrests,
imprisonment, confiscation of property, and even execution.

Despite these hardships, the Baha'i communities exhibited extraordinary
resilience. They established schools and hospitals, promoted education,
and played a vital role in the economic and social development of their
surroundings. Dr. Rafati highlights the unwavering commitment of Baha'is
to their faith and their contributions to Iranian society.

The Establishment of the Baha'i Administrative System

In 1892, Baha'u'llah appointed 'Abdu'l-Baha as his successor and the head
of the Baha'i Faith. 'Abdu'l-Baha initiated a series of administrative reforms,
including the election of Local Spiritual Assemblies and the establishment
of a universal house of justice.

Dr. Rafati explores the impact of these developments on the Baha'i
communities in Iran. He examines the role of the Local Spiritual Assemblies
in fostering unity, promoting community development, and safeguarding the
interests of the Baha'is.

Challenging the Status Quo

The growing influence of the Baha'i communities and their progressive
teachings posed a threat to the established religious and political Free



Download in Iran. Dr. Rafati chronicles the attempts by the government and
Shi'a clergy to suppress the Baha'i Faith.

He analyzes the factors that led to the escalation of persecution, including
the spread of anti-Baha'i propaganda and the involvement of foreign
powers. The book provides a nuanced account of the complex interplay
between religious intolerance, political maneuvering, and international
relations.

Legacy and Impact

Despite the challenges they faced, the Baha'i communities in Iran have
remained steadfast in their faith and unwavering in their commitment to
social progress. Dr. Rafati traces their impact on Iranian society,
highlighting their contributions to education, healthcare, and humanitarian
efforts.

The book concludes by examining the legacy of the Baha'i communities in
Iran and their continuing relevance in contemporary times. It argues that
their story offers valuable lessons about the resilience of religious
minorities, the importance of interfaith dialogue, and the enduring power of
faith in the face of adversity.

A Must-Read for Scholars and History Enthusiasts

"The Baha'i Communities of Iran 1851-1921" is an indispensable resource
for scholars of Iranian history, religious studies, and Middle Eastern affairs.
Its meticulously researched content, engaging writing style, and wealth of
primary sources make it a valuable contribution to the field.



This book will also captivate history enthusiasts and anyone seeking to
understand the complex tapestry of religious and social life in Iran. It sheds
light on a hidden chapter in history, offering insights into the struggles,
resilience, and enduring legacy of the Baha'i communities in Iran.
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