
Success Stories in Cooperative Business and
Social Enterprise: Inspiring Tales of
Collaboration, Impact, and Innovation

In an era characterized by increasing inequality, environmental
degradation, and social unrest, the search for alternative models of
economic and social organization has become more pressing than ever.
Cooperative businesses and social enterprises offer promising solutions,
demonstrating the power of collective action to create a more just,
sustainable, and equitable world.
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This article presents a collection of inspiring success stories from
cooperative businesses and social enterprises around the globe. These
stories showcase the diverse ways in which these organizations are
transforming their communities, creating positive social and economic
change, and inspiring others to follow in their footsteps.

Success Story 1: Mondragon Corporation - A Basque Cooperative
Giant

Mondragon Corporation is a remarkable example of how cooperative
principles can be applied on a large scale. Founded in the Basque region of
Spain in 1956, Mondragon has grown into a global industrial giant with over
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80,000 employee-owners. The corporation's diverse businesses include
manufacturing, finance, education, and research.

The Mondragon model is based on worker ownership, democratic decision-
making, and solidarity. Workers share in the profits and losses of the
company and have a say in its management. This has created a highly
motivated workforce and a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship.

Mondragon's success has had a profound impact on the Basque region,
transforming it into one of the most prosperous and equitable regions in
Spain. The corporation has also inspired the creation of cooperative
businesses in other parts of the world.

Success Story 2: The Body Shop - A Social Enterprise with a Global
Reach



The Body Shop is a global beauty and cosmetics company that has made
social and environmental responsibility a core part of its business model.
Founded in 1976 by Anita Roddick, The Body Shop has always sought to
use its business to make a positive difference in the world.

The Body Shop's products are made with ethically sourced ingredients, and
the company has a long history of supporting human rights and
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environmental protection. The Body Shop also has a Community Trade
program that works with suppliers in developing countries to promote fair
trade and sustainable practices.

Through its innovative products and activism, The Body Shop has helped
to raise awareness of social and environmental issues and inspired other
businesses to adopt more responsible practices.

Success Story 3: Grameen Bank - Empowering the Poor through
Microfinance

Grameen Bank is a microfinance organization that provides small loans to
poor women in Bangladesh. Founded in 1976 by Muhammad Yunus,
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Grameen Bank has helped millions of women to start their own businesses
and improve their lives.

Grameen Bank's loans are typically very small, often as little as $100.
However, these loans can make a big difference in the lives of the women
who receive them. With access to credit, women can invest in their
businesses, buy assets, and improve their incomes.

Grameen Bank's success has inspired the creation of microfinance
organizations in other parts of the world. These organizations have helped
to reduce poverty and empower women in many developing countries.

Success Story 4: Evergreen Cooperatives - A Worker Cooperative
Model for the 21st Century
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Evergreen Cooperatives is a network of worker cooperatives in the United
States. Founded in 1988, Evergreen Cooperatives has helped to create
and support hundreds of worker cooperatives in a variety of industries,
including manufacturing, healthcare, and renewable energy.

Evergreen Cooperatives' model is based on the principles of worker
ownership, democratic decision-making, and economic democracy. Worker
cooperatives are businesses that are owned and managed by their
employees. This gives workers a direct stake in the success of their
businesses and promotes a culture of collaboration and innovation.

Evergreen Cooperatives has helped to create thousands of good jobs and
has demonstrated the viability of the worker cooperative model in the 21st
century.

Success Story 5: The Scott Bader Commonwealth - A Cooperative
with a Commitment to Sustainability

The Scott Bader Commonwealth is a chemical manufacturing cooperative
based in the United Kingdom. Founded in 1951 by Ernest Bader, the
Commonwealth is a leading producer of adhesives, resins, and gel coats.
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The Commonwealth is unique in that it is owned by its employees, who
share in the profits and losses of the company. This has created a highly
motivated workforce and a culture of innovation and sustainability.

The Commonwealth is committed to environmental sustainability and has
invested heavily in renewable energy and waste reduction. The company
has also developed a number of innovative products that are designed to
reduce the environmental impact of its customers.

The Scott Bader Commonwealth is a shining example of how a cooperative
business can be both successful and sustainable.

The success stories presented in this article are just a few examples of the
many ways in which cooperative businesses and social enterprises are
making a positive impact on the world. These organizations are
demonstrating the power of collective action to create a more just,
sustainable, and equitable world.

If you are looking for a way to make a difference in your community and the
world, consider supporting cooperative businesses and social enterprises.
Your patronage can help these organizations to continue their important
work and inspire others to follow in their footsteps.

To learn more about cooperative businesses and social enterprises, visit
the following resources:

International Cooperative Alliance

Social Enterprise UK

US Federation of Worker Cooperatives
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