
Pedagogy and the Politics of Barebacking:
The Exquisite Corpse Explored
In the realm of education, the concept of pedagogy has long been central
to shaping the ways in which knowledge is imparted and received.
Pedagogy, broadly defined as the art and science of teaching,
encompasses not only the methods and techniques employed in imparting
knowledge but also the broader philosophical underpinnings that inform
these practices.
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In recent years, the traditional understanding of pedagogy has been
challenged and expanded by the emergence of new and innovative
approaches to education. One such approach, known as "barebacking,"
seeks to subvert the conventional power dynamics inherent in the teacher-
student relationship by creating a more equitable and mutually respectful
learning environment.
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In her groundbreaking book, "Pedagogy and the Politics of Barebacking:
The Exquisite Corpse," Dr. Eros delves into the complex and multifaceted
nature of barebacking, exploring its pedagogical implications and its
broader political significance.

Barebacking as Pedagogy

At its core, barebacking is a pedagogical approach that prioritizes the
creation of a safe, supportive, and empowering learning environment for all
participants. It rejects the traditional model of education, in which the
teacher is positioned as the sole authority and the student as a passive
recipient of knowledge.

Instead, barebacking emphasizes the importance of learner agency and
self-direction. Students are encouraged to question, challenge, and actively
engage with the material being taught. The teacher's role in this process is
to facilitate learning, providing guidance, support, and encouragement
without imposing their own agenda.

Barebacking classrooms are characterized by a high level of trust and
respect between students and teachers. Students feel comfortable sharing
their thoughts and ideas, knowing that they will not be judged or ridiculed.
This creates a space where diverse perspectives can be heard and valued,
fostering a deeper understanding of the subject matter and a more
inclusive learning environment.

The Politics of Barebacking

While barebacking has significant pedagogical implications, Dr. Eros also
argues that it has profound political significance. In her book, she explores



how barebacking can be used as a tool for social justice and liberation,
particularly for marginalized communities.

Traditional education systems have often perpetuated and reinforced
existing social hierarchies. By dismantling the power dynamics inherent in
these systems, barebacking creates space for marginalized voices to be
heard and for alternative perspectives to be explored. This can challenge
dominant narratives and empower students to critically engage with the
world around them.

Barebacking can also be used to promote sexual health and well-being,
particularly within LGBTQ+ communities. By fostering open and honest
dialogue about sexuality, barebacking classrooms can help to reduce
stigma and discrimination and empower individuals to make informed
choices about their sexual health.

The Exquisite Corpse

The title of Dr. Eros's book, "The Exquisite Corpse," is a reference to the
surrealist art technique of the same name. In this technique, multiple artists
contribute to a single work of art, each adding their own unique element
without knowing what the others have done before them.

Dr. Eros uses the metaphor of the exquisite corpse to describe the
collaborative and improvisational nature of barebacking. Like the
surrealists, barebacking educators and students engage in a creative and
unpredictable process of knowledge creation, building upon each other's
ideas and perspectives to produce something truly unique and unexpected.



The exquisite corpse is also a metaphor for the transformative potential of
barebacking. Just as the surrealists believed that their collaborative
technique could lead to the creation of new and groundbreaking art forms,
Dr. Eros argues that barebacking can lead to the creation of new and
transformative educational experiences.

"Pedagogy and the Politics of Barebacking: The Exquisite Corpse" is a
provocative and groundbreaking work that challenges conventional
understandings of pedagogy and explores the radical potential of
barebacking as a transformative educational approach. Dr. Eros's book is
essential reading for anyone interested in the future of education, social
justice, and the politics of sexuality.

Through its innovative pedagogical practices and its commitment to social
justice, barebacking has the potential to revolutionize the way we teach and
learn, empowering students to become critical thinkers, engaged citizens,
and agents of change.
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