Origins of the Colonnaded Streets in the
Cities of the Roman East

Colonnaded streets were a common feature of the cities of the Roman
East. These streets were typically lined with columns that supported a roof,
providing shade and shelter for pedestrians. The origins of these streets
can be traced back to the Hellenistic period, and they continued to be built
throughout the Roman period.
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Origins

The earliest known colonnaded streets date back to the 4th century BC,
and they were built in the Greek cities of Asia Minor. These streets were
typically narrow and winding, and they were lined with shops and houses.
The columns that supported the roof were usually made of wood, and they
were often decorated with carvings.
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The colonnaded streets of the Hellenistic period were designed to provide
shade and shelter for pedestrians from the sun and rain. They also served
as a place for people to socialize and gather. In the Roman period,
colonnaded streets continued to be built, and they became even more
common. Roman colonnaded streets were typically wider and straighter
than their Hellenistic predecessors, and they were often lined with more
elaborate buildings.

The columns that supported the roofs of Roman colonnaded streets were
typically made of stone or marble. They were often fluted, and they were
sometimes decorated with carvings. The roofs of the streets were typically
made of tiles or slates.

Function

Colonnaded streets served a variety of functions in the cities of the Roman
East. They provided shade and shelter for pedestrians, and they also
served as a place for people to socialize and gather.

In addition, colonnaded streets were often used for commercial purposes.
Shops and other businesses were often located along the streets, and the
colonnades provided a sheltered space for customers to browse and shop.
Colonnaded streets also served a political function. They were often used
for parades and other public events. The colonnades provided a grand
setting for these events, and they helped to create a sense of civic pride.

Legacy

Colonnaded streets continued to be built in the Byzantine and Islamic
periods. They were particularly common in the cities of Syria and Egypt. In
the modern world, colonnaded streets can still be found in many cities



throughout the Middle East and North Africa. These streets are a reminder
of the rich architectural heritage of the Roman East.

Colonnaded streets were an important part of the urban landscape of the
Roman East. They provided shade and shelter for pedestrians, and they
also served as a place for people to socialize and gather. Colonnaded
streets were also used for commercial and political purposes. They were a
testament to the ingenuity and creativity of the Roman architects, and they
continue to be admired today.
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